
The CAO Application Process 

 

 

Finalising the CAO application is the overarching focus of almost 

every Leaving Cert student this week.  The February  1st

In negotiating the multifaceted and complex undertaking, students 

need to be cognisant of the course content and the entry requirements. 

In reality this means being aware of the Leaving Cert grades and the 

points and in some cases the actual subjects that are needed to gain 

entry to their chosen course.   

  CAO 

deadline is one of the critical dates in a secondary school final year 

student’s calendar. Completing the actual application form which is 

an online process is the culmination of a lengthy period of preparation 

which includes one to one guidance counselling, weekly career 

classes, attendance at the Higher Option Event, College Open Days 

and listening to presentations given by guest speakers and college 

students from a variety of HE  institutions.  The broad array of 

courses to select from can be challenging. Only a small proportion of 

students approach the application process with absolute certainty 

about the courses they wish to pursue at third level. A larger group are 

more tentative and are in need of support and guidance to navigate the 

myriad options that comprise the complement of HE courses 

available.  

Of critical importance for the applicant is a deep sense of self 

awareness and an knowledge of what the student really has a passion 



for in terms of their studies and their future professional goals. 

Students are expected to project 4 to 5 years hence and envisage 

themselves in employment scenarios. In a world of ever evolving 

technological advances that impact on work cultures and practices this 

is a real challenge for today’s 17 to 19 year olds.  Students on the 

cusp of third level are increasingly viewing the undergraduate degree 

as part of their overall general education and postponing 

specialisation until post graduate level. This category of student is 

often interested in Degrees such as Arts, Business, Science or IT 

which opens up a panoply of professional and sometimes travel 

opportunities. 

 

As the CAO process is a major life transitions and is a defining step in 

the transfer journey from second to third level education parents are 

centrally involved.  There are other issues that students and parents 

have to consider as part of the College application process. The cost 

of going to College and the availability of accommodation is a 

growing concern for many families. Increasingly, students are 

considering commuting possibilities. Several students from the north 

Wexford area commute to UCD on a daily basis.  

 

Registering with the CAO 

The priority for students up to last week was to ensure they registered 

with the CAO before 5.15 pm on Tuesday 20th, in order to avail of the 



reduced rate. Most students have been registering since November 

when the application system opened 

Students are urged to list courses in order of preferences and to 

complete the Level 6 and Level 7 options where appropriate as these 

courses usually come in on lower points and may facilitate 

progression to Level 8 Honours Degrees programmes.  

Students are also advised to continue their research and to maintain 

ongoing contact and communication with their Guidance Counsellor.  

A team of 4 Guidance Counsellors at Gorey Community School ,  

Davnet Neary, Seamus O Connor, Aideen Connaughton, and Criona 

Atkinson will continue to work with Leaving Cert students over the 

coming months to support and guide students as they fine - tune their 

CAO applications. A small number of students also include 

applications to the Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) and the 

Disability Access Route to Education (DARE). 

HEAR and DARE 

Those applying for the HEAR and/or DARE schemes must apply to 

CAO by Sunday 1st February, 2015 at 5.15pm and complete their 

respective forms before Sunday 1st

For more information, go to 

  March, 2015 at 5.15pm. All 

supporting documents must be received by CAO at Wednesday 1st 

April, 2015 at 5.15pm. 

www.cao.ie. 

http://www.cao.ie/�


The Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is the single national 

Awarding Authority for all new student grant applications.

 

  Another 

important message at this time of the year is that any CAO applicants 

who think they may qualify for a student grant should tick the SUSI 

box on the CAO applications. By doing so the CAO will advise SUSI 

next September what College/Course that applicant has finally 

selected and this will avoid a delay in obtaining the grant.  

Change of Mind, Late Applications and Change of Course 

Students need to bear in mind there is the 'Change of Mind' facility 

which opens in May and will be available until Wednesday 1 July, 

2015 at 5.15pm). It is free, and like the first application from 

November through to January the applicant can change their minds as 

many times as they like.   

Restricted Application Courses usually in Art Music or any course 

requiring a portfolio and or interview/audition must be applied for 

before Feb. 1st

As the CAO application deadline approaches, there are a range of 

tools available free to students on websites. Qualifax  is ideal for 

information on course content, entry requirements and trends relating 

to points. The CAO website updates any course changes by alerting 

students to the introduction of new courses or cancellation of courses.  

Careers Portal is also very useful as applicants evaluate their choices 

  



and try to narrow down their options or check recent employment 

trends. 

 


